
Summary of HB 90 - Graduated Licensing Law 
*This summary takes a look at the existing laws and the new law. New and/or changed 

items are bolded and italicized. 
The new law begins October 1, 2006 for 16-17 year old drivers receiving a learner’s 

permit. 
 
PERMIT  

� Driver must be 16 to apply for license 
� Parent/ Guardian must sign for financial responsibility 
� 180 day instruction period 
� Permit holder must drive with licensed driver over 21 years old 
� A nighttime driving restriction from midnight to 6 a.m.  
� Parent/Guardian must certify 60 hours practice driving (10 hours at night)  
� No moving traffic convictions of KRS 186, 189, 189A 
� Passenger restriction – limit 1 unrelated person under 20 years of age 

(secondary offense) 
� “Generation to Generation: Teaching your teen driving habits for life” manual to 

parent  
�  .02 BAC for those under 21 (zero tolerance) 
� Lower points system for those under age 18 
� No serious moving violations for those under 18 
� “Under 21” distinctive permit issued 
� Must wear a seat belt (primary violation) 

  
INTERMEDIATE LICENSE 

� Must pass driving skills test after 180 day permit period. 
� Parent/ Guardian are financially responsible until age 18. 
� “Intermediate” sticker placed onto permit by KSP examiner 
� A nighttime driving restriction from midnight to 6 a.m.  
� Passenger restriction – limit 1 unrelated person under 20 years of age 

(secondary offense) 
� No moving traffic convictions of KRS 186, 189, 189A 
� Must complete driver safety course before applying for full license (timing 

change) 
� .02 BAC for those under 21 (zero tolerance) 
� Lower points system for those under age 18 
� No serious moving violations for those under 18 
� “Under 21” distinctive permit 
� Must wear a seat belt (primary violation) 

 
FULL UNRESTRICTED LICENSE  

� Issued after Intermediate stage 
� .02 BAC for those under age 21 (zero tolerance) 
� Parent/ Guardian are financially responsible until age 18. 
� Must wear a seat belt (primary violation) 

 
 



What is the goal of law? 
House Bill 90 hopes to reduce risk-taking of new drivers by controlling their exposure to 
high-risk situations and motivate them to drive carefully. 
 
What was the existing law strengthened? 
Kentucky was still seeing a sharp increase in teenage deaths after the permit phase was 
complete. 
 
What are some of the strengths of the new law? 

� A new driver must demonstrate “Conviction free” driving for first year before 
getting a full unrestricted license. 

� The addition of an “Intermediate” license  
� Intermediate drivers must complete 4-hour safety class before getting a full 

license. The goal of the 4-hour class is to ensure a minimum level of knowledge 
about driver license laws and to reinforce safe driving habits. The class does not 
teach someone to drive; that takes hundreds of hours of practice.  

 
 New Law Clarifications 
 

� No changes or new driving restrictions for drivers 18 and older.  Drivers age 18-
21 go from permit to driver license with no intermediate license phase. 

 
� For drivers under 18, the bill adds an intermediate stage between the permit and 

the full license.  An Intermediate sticker on the permit rather than a full license 
notes that the driver is still learning.  This intermediate stage is 180 days for 
drivers without any traffic violations and who complete the driver safety class.  
Intermediate drivers have nighttime driving restrictions and a passenger limit.  
The intermediate stage will be completed at age 17 for the vast majority of 
drivers. 

 
� When a driver completes the intermediate stage, the driver will receive a “full” 

(blue) driver license.  At this time, there are no nighttime driving restrictions or 
passenger restrictions. 

 
� There are no additional driver education requirements in this bill.  In this bill, 

drivers must complete the driving class prior to receiving the “full” license.  There 
are three types of classes available currently for students to take from KRS 
186.410.  Approved classes include the Transportation Cabinet’s 4-hour class that 
is taught in every county at schools.  This teaches over 25,000 students per year.  
Students can also take a high school class (Driver Education) or take a course 
from an approved private driving school. 

 
 
 


